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they crossed over to the American Continent, while manv
others were tempted by emigration companies in Japan to
follow their example. The only object of these companies
was to make money out of their operations without regard
to the welfare of the persons immediately concerned or to
the friendly relations of Japan and the United States, Even
these conditions would not have been sufficient to have
caused any trouble if it had not been for the reckless writino-
in the " yellow press," which has become a danger to the
peace of the world Common-sense and self-restraint were
all that were needed to arrive at a satisfactory understanding
and these two qualities have been shown in a marked
degree by the responsible Japanese,

When the newspaper discussion was at its height and
when some sections of the press were endeavouring to make
the world believe that war was imminent between Japan
and the United States, the Japanese Minister for Foreign
Affairs declared that the relations between the two countries
were as smooth and as cordial as ever, and that the cause
of civilisation, as well as community of interest, demanded
lasting peace and friendship between them. While
admitting that the immigration question was a serious matter,
and had for some time been uppermost in the public mind,
he was sure it would be settled without difficulty, as indeed
it soon was settled. The Japanese Government, while insist-
ing on all its treaty rights, proposed to control emigration to
the United States in such a way as to benefit Japan and at
the same time to conform to the wishes of America. The
Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs further said that one
thing was certain, namely, that Japan was not solicitous for the
emigration of any of its people to any country. What, how-
ever, she could not tolerate was that any who did leave
Japan should be treated as if they were the inferiors of the
other great Powers. As we have seen, the most powerful
influence in spurring on the Japanese in Western civilisation
was the determination to make their country stand in a
position of equality with other countries, and to raise the